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 THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes of July 6, 2022 
Virtual Zoom and in-person meeting 

 
ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 
  Excused (E) 
  Not Present (NP) 
  Present (P) 
Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization  
Carolina Mejia (Gary Edwards) Thurston County Commissioners’ Office P 
Jim Cooper (Gary Franks)-Vice Chair City of Olympia P 
Ed Kunkel (Lenny Greenstein)  City of Lacey P 
Elaine Klamn  City of Tenino  P 
Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 
Joseph Richardson City of Yelm P 
Steve Purcell Town of Bucoda NP 
Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative and 

Agricultural Representative  
P 

Richard Moon District #2, Citizen Representative  P 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair-Chair District #3, Citizen Representative P 
Joe Downing Port of Olympia P 
David Nightingale Business Representative E 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 
Chad Sutter Industry Representative – Recycling NP 
Laura Busby (non-voting) Department of Ecology  P 
Vacant City of Rainier  

 
Staff Present: Jeff Bickford, Amanda Romero, Kathi Clarke, Faire Holliday – Public Works; Chris Hawkins, Art Starry – 
Public Health and Social Services 
 
Guests Present: Jeff Harwood – Waste Management; Steve Gilmore – Republic Services; Casey Mauck, Allison 
Osterberg – Thurston Regional Planning Council, Wendy Mifflin – HDR, Inc.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The July 6, 2022 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by Renee 
Radcliff Sinclair.  

 
2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 
 

3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS  
 

 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 

 



 
2 

Ed Kunkel made a motion to approve the agenda for July 6, 2022. Joe Downing seconded the motion and the 
SWAC approved it by unanimous consent.  
 
The minutes of May 4, 2022 were approved as revised after a motion was made by Delroy Cox and seconded 
by Jim Cooper. The SWAC voted and they were approved by unanimous consent.     
 
The minutes of June 1, 2022 were approved by unanimous consent following a motion to approve by Jim 
Cooper and seconded by Delroy Cox.  
 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
No public comments. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

 
No old business. 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Potential South County Transfer Station Update 
 
Wendy Mifflin, Solid Waste Project Manager for HDR, Inc., shared an update on the South County Transfer 
Station Stakeholder Engagement project. The following upcoming events and outreach efforts for the 
engagement project were scheduled: 
 

July 2022 Postcards will be mailed to 20,000 south county residents and businesses. They will 
contain information about the virtual public meeting, as well as the online 
engagement survey. 

July 12, 2022 Meeting with Waste Connections personnel to discuss project background and 
details.  

July 15, 2022 Intercept surveys at the Rainier Drop-Box to learn more about the service and 
operation preferences of existing customers. 

July 16, 2022 Intercept surveys at the Rochester Drop-Box to learn more about the service and 
operation preferences of existing customers. 

July 23, 2022 Master Composters will be distributing information cards about the project to 
attendees at the Tenino Farmers Market. 

July 23, 2022 Thurston County staff will distribute informational cards about the project to 
attendees at the Yelm Community BBQ. 

July 28, 2022 Virtual event to inform the public about the project and answer attendee questions. 
TBD Meeting with Republic Services personnel to discuss project background details. 
TBD Meeting with Lewis County Solid Waste personnel to discuss project background 

details. 
TBD  Meeting with Thurston County Economic Development Council to discuss project 

background details. 
TBD An online engagement survey will be available on the Thurston County website to 

gain information about the service and operation preferences of a new transfer 
station. 

 
Joseph Richardson shared that the Nisqually Valley News is interested in doing a story about the potential 
South County Transfer Station. He will refer them to Jeff Bickford for more information.  
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b. Thurston County Mitigation Plan Implementation Presentation 
 
Allison Osterberg, Senior Planner for Thurston Regional Planning Council shared an update on the Climate 
Mitigation Plan. The plan was adopted in 2020 and approved by all 4 partner jurisdictions in 2021. The 
jurisdiction partners consist of Lacey, Olympia, Tumwater, and Thurston County. The overall goal of the 
plan is to reduce community-wide greenhouse gas emissions by 45% by 2030 and 85% by 2050, using 2015 
as the baseline year. The framework for climate mitigation action is to live lighter, green our grid, shift 
energy sources, store carbon, and build local capacity & resilience.  
 
The solid waste strategies are to divert more solid waste from landfills and to reduce the consumption of 
carbon-intensive goods and services. The target for solid waste is to reduce solid waste generated per 
capita by 10% by 2030 and 30% by 2050. Currently landfill waste, per capita, from 2015-2020 is up 12%.  
The Sustainable Thurston Zero Waste Target is zero net increase in total landfill waste. Using 2010 as a 
baseline, Thurston County is not on track to meet that target. Allison shared that the most recent emissions 
data available is from 2019. Our overall emissions are up 15% since 2015, with 4% of that being from solid 
waste. The majority of that 4% comes from landfill methane.   
 
c. Department of Ecology Update 

 
Laura Busby, Southwest Washington Planner and Grant Manager for Washington State Department of 
Ecology (Ecology) shared details about solid waste hot topics listed below.  
 

o The Washington State Public Works Board (PWB) has low-interest loans available for local 
infrastructure projects. They are accepting applications through September 9, 2022.   

o NextCycle Washington is seeking projects that will expand an equitable circular economy in 
Washington state. 

o Perpetual is seeking partner cities to work on reusable food ware systems. 
o Ecology is piloting a new planning and waste reduction library on Box. It has planning guidelines 

and plan element examples, state and local data & policy and program resources, and state-
approved solid waste plans. 

o House Bill 1799 web page has been launched. 
 
d. Solid Waste Manager’s Update 

Jeff Bickford, Solid Waste Manager, reported on the following: 

      WARC Compactor Assessment  
On July 27, the manufacturer of our compactor (SSI) will be onsite at the WARC performing a condition 
assessment of the compactor to determine whether specific maintenance or an overhaul needs to be 
performed on the unit in order for the compactor to remain operational with minimal downtime for the 
upcoming years. Depending on the maintenance needed, and the associated cost, Public Works will be 
evaluating whether it makes more sense to perform those repairs versus purchasing a new compactor.  
 
Waste Characterization Study  
The scheduled June waste sort for the waste characterization study had to be rescheduled due to an 
overabundance of waste at the WARC making the sorting area unsuitable for their work. Another summer 
date will be chosen.  
 
Break Buildings at Rainier and Rochester  
Public Works has been working on a plan to have small (8’ x 20’) break buildings built and installed at both 
the Rainier and Rochester Drop-Box sites. Currently, the tollhouses at those facilities include only a small 
office space for performing transactions and other work duties, and a rest room. There is no indoor space 
for eating lunch or taking a breakout of the weather. KMB Architects of Olympia was hired to prepare the 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/pwb-financing/
https://www.nextcyclewashington.com/
https://www.perpetualuse.org/cities
https://app.box.com/s/0cjt1auj2nsekuqlgoovhkl1517uox7c
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plans for these buildings. Plans have been submitted to the Community Planning and Economic 
Development Department for building permits, which Public Works hopes to receive near the end of July. 
The project will be put out to bid afterwards.  
 
WARC Pumps Project  
The pumps replacement project at the WARC, which will replace and update old and failing leachate, 
stormwater, and gas condensate infrastructure, was put out to bid in June, with bids being received on 
June 29. Three bids were received, which all came in much higher than anticipated. The engineer’s estimate 
was approximately $2,000,000, and the apparent low bid was received from Rognin’s Inc. of Aberdeen, WA, 
for a bid base amount of $3,105,000. Public Works is currently considering our options for moving forward 
with this project.  
 
Tabling Events  
Education and Outreach (E&O) staff attended our first tabling event in nearly 3 years on May 21-22. Our 
table featured “Recycle Right” activities and publications. Staff interacted with a total of 607 people at the 
event. Thank you to Jihan Grettenberger for spearheading tabling event activities. Our team will also be at 
the following events in July:  
South Sound BBQ – Saturday, July 9  
Nisqually Valley BBQ – Saturday, July 23  
Thurston County Fair – Wednesday-Sunday, July 27-31  
 
Trash Talk Student Newsletter  
The Spring/Summer issue of Trash Talk newsletters was distributed to 4-5 grade classes in Thurston County 
schools on Wednesday, June 1. A total of 89 classrooms received newsletters for approximately 2,670 
students, most in the North Thurston School District. The newsletter featured information about what to 
do with household hazardous waste. While staff delivered to fewer classrooms than last year, they are 
making inroads into other school districts in the county and included additional classes in Tumwater this 
issue. Staff will continue to grow this program to reach more classrooms.  
 
All County Mailer  
The newly updated recycle guide mailer was sent to 111,756 residential addresses. People in Thurston 
County received the guides the week of June 20th. Thurston County received very positive responses on 
social media from community members, and a significant increase in use of our online waste wizard after 
the mailer went out. There were 243 scans of the QR code included on the mailer, taking people to our 
newly updated website. Some of the most common responses from folks included surprise that they 
couldn’t recycle what they used to. As a result of the mailer, staff will be working to not only help people 
understand what they can and can’t recycle but why recycling has changed in recent years. Thurston 
County is also working with waste haulers to include the updated guide in their new customer materials 
and are in the process of updating a new food and yard waste guide. Public Works is budgeting and 
planning to send at least one county mailer annually to folks who live in Thurston County. The size/scope of 
the mailer may change, as programs develop.  
 
Secure Your Load Event  
Thurston County partnered with the Department of Ecology to host “Secure Your Load” events at our drop-
box sites in Rainier and Rochester. The events were held the weekend of June 11-12. A total of 160 people 
pre-register and nearly 500 cargo nets were given away between the two events. The giveaway followed 
National Secure Your Load Day and was part of a multi-jurisdictional effort to bring awareness to the 
importance of securing loads when traveling to a disposal facility. 
 

8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
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9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The July 6, 2022 SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for August 3, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m. as an in-person and virtual Zoom meeting. 
 
Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


